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Welcome back to Faith Formation Classes!   

The year is off to a great start. Have a sneak peek at what we’ve been up to this fall!  
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         Grade 1  
 

Children with big smiles 

and lots of energy bounce 

into the church hall each 

Monday afternoon eager to 

partake in their first year of  

Religious Ed classes.  The 

most recent lessons have 

revolved around being 

thankful as well as being 

forgiving.   
 

 

 

Grade 2 
 

There’s lots going on 

in grade two as       

students prepare for 

First Reconciliation! 

 

(left) Father Joe 

speaks with the chil-

dren about the Mass. 

Children also viewed 

the vestments worn by 

the clergy, and were 

taught the               

terminology of several 

of the items in the 

church.   

 

             
(Below) In small groups children toured the sacristy, gazed 

into the baptismal font, and got a really close look at the 

beautiful statue of the Blessed Mother.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     A visual for the introduction 

of the Ten Commandments 

makes understanding so much 

easier!!  

 

 

It’s never too early to prac-

tice Works of Mercy. A 

few classes made birthday 

cards for Mrs. Barbara Hall 

who had just turned 103 

years old! The “wise’    

advice given to her in some 

of the cards was priceless!  

Children learned the importance 

of not just being a friend, but of 

being a  forgiving friend”.  



Grade 3 
 

Lots of hands-on activities 

enhance our third grade   

curriculum.  Can you guess 

the themes by looking at the 

products?  

 

 

             (Prayer Flag) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Heaven Chain)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our third graders also enjoy 

reading the weekly Gospels, 

presented in form of scripts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4-5-6 

 
Teachers approach things with their classes in different 

ways.  Some of you may have seen this interesting item com-

ing out of one of the classrooms each week.   Such a great 

way to build ‘Community’!  

 

 

Another one of our classes 

made special Thanksgiving 

cards which will be          

distributed with “Wheels on 

Meals”.  What a delightful 

treat for those folks on the 

receiving end! 

 

 

Class-Sponsored 

Masses! 

There’s nothing like seeing 

our young people actively 

engaged in the Mass.  Our 

hope is that they will con-

tinue to attend Mass, thus 

growing closer and closer 

to Jesus.  

 

 
 

 

 

above) A grade 5 student doing a Reading.                            
The “Monday night” grades 4 & 5 classes will be sponsoring 

the 9:30 A.M. Mass on December 4; Grade 6 on January 29; 

and Grade 3 on March 26. 

 

 

Our sixth graders have 

been engaged in contin-

ual discussions about 

the Church’s doctrine.  

There is so much to 

review and so many 

things to learn.  The     

Gospel Readings have 

become the center of 

the lessons and the 

students have been really responsive.   

 

 

 

Thanks to all those who donated 

items to Haiti.  The donations will 

make a difference!!  
 

 

 

 



           Having trouble getting your kids to go to Church? 
 

Some Helpful Advice ….If you are having difficulty convincing your      

children that Mass is important,  here are some thoughts or suggestions you 

can share with them.                  
                                                         

*God asks us to give the first and best to Him. This includes giving the first hour of 

our week to Him through participation in the Sunday Mass. Is that too much to give 

to God who has given us everything? 

 

*We don’t necessarily go to Mass for our own personal enjoyment. We go to praise 

God and thank Him for all the good things He has given to us. 

 

*The simple act of taking off your watch and leaving it on the dresser before going to Mass can be a symbolic 

gesture that the time in Mass is a gift of time that you are giving back to God. 

 

*The Eucharist is a banquet to which Jesus personally invites us. It was Christ’s last gift to us before He died. 

How often should we refuse His invitation?                                  

                                                                                        - from the Archdiocese of St. Louis 
 
Pope Francis on Mass:  The most important celebration for a family is Sunday Mass, which brings people "the grace of Jesus Christ, 

his presence, his love, his sacrifice, his making us a community, his being with us."  

 

Have fun while preparing for Christmas!  
 

Advent is rich with sacred symbols. The Scriptures are filled with images of light and 

darkness, waiting and fulfillment. The color of the season is deep purple,  reflecting     

the penitential and reflective nature of the season. Both the circular shape and the                

evergreen of the Advent wreath suggest eternal and everlasting life. Arrive a bit early at 

Mass each Sunday and look around your parish for the signs and symbols of the season. 

What do your kids notice? What do you notice?  
 

 

Family Advent Activity 
 

The Ringing of the Bells – Place a bell (or a cluster of sleigh bells) in a prominent place in your home. Draw 

names after Sunday Mass each week and pledge to do something nice for the family member whose 

name you choose. Each time you do something nice for that person ring the bells. Listen to the sound 

of kindness filling your house!   

                                                                                                       (from “Our Sunday Visitor”) 
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